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Merck Canada Inc., Alberta Health Services and Alberta Innovates
Launch New Program to Address Aboriginal Maternal Mortality
EDMONTON, Alberta – December 2, 2016 – Merck Canada Inc., Alberta Health Services and
Alberta Innovates today announced the launch of a new program “Innovation to Improve Access
and Care Quality for Aboriginal Women in Alberta” to address maternal health needs in the
indigenous communities of Alberta. With the help of a $1 million grant from Merck Canada Inc.,
through the Merck for Mothers program, and a $300,000 grant from Alberta Innovates, Alberta
Health Services (AHS) will partner with Merck to develop the collaborative initiative to improve
access to high quality care for aboriginal mothers in Maskwacis, Little Red River Cree Nation
and inner-city Edmonton.
The communities will benefit from the new funding through enhanced quality of prenatal care
closer to home, culturally grounded education and peer support in the weeks before and after
birth, as well as improved care coordination and evaluation. Pride in Aboriginal culture, sharing
of traditions and cultural wisdom will also be promoted to strengthen the overall care and
support of Aboriginal mothers.
“Merck is dedicated to investing in projects that it believes will have a significant impact on
ending preventable maternal deaths on a global scale,” said Mr. Chirfi Guindo, President and
Managing Director, Merck Canada Inc. “This local investment and partnership with Alberta
Innovates and Alberta Health Services is a testament to this company’s commitment to applying
valuable resources and expertise as a means of improving the health and well-being of mothers
worldwide.”

-2“There is power in partnership and Alberta Innovates is pleased to play a role, alongside Merck
and Alberta Health Services,” said Dr. Pamela Valentine, Alberta Innovates Transition CEO.
“Healthy mothers and healthy babies are the foundation of strong communities. By working
alongside our partners, we hope to improve maternal and child health, which ultimately will lead
to healthy communities.”
“As a city with one of the largest urban aboriginal populations in Canada, we are pleased that
the Merck for Mothers program has selected Edmonton as one of its program sites. This
announcement will improve health and well-being outcomes for Edmontonians and reinforces
our place as Canada's Health City, where innovative approaches to care are welcomed and
encouraged,” said City of Edmonton Mayor Don Iveson.
“Alberta Health Services is very proud to partner with three unique communities, Merck, and
Alberta Innovates, to help improve outcomes for Indigenous women and their newborn
children,” said Dr. Verna Yiu, President and CEO, Alberta Health Services. “We want all
mothers to have access to the best care and support when they are bringing their babies into
this world. We want healthy babies, and healthy families.”

Alberta is home to more than 220,000 people descended from First Nations, Metis and Inuit
peoples, the third largest Aboriginal population in Canada. They live on one of 140 designated
reserves, in urban centres or in rural and remote communities. Regardless of place of
residence, in Alberta the perinatal mortality rate in Aboriginal women is 7.1/1000 births,
compared to 4.1/1000 in the non-aboriginal population.
Globally, nearly 800 women die every day during pregnancy and childbirth. Most of these tragic
deaths are preventable when women have access to quality maternal healthcare before, during
and after childbirth. When a woman survives pregnancy and childbirth, her family, community
and nation thrive. When a woman dies, the ripple effect on families and communities is
enormous. Her baby is 10 times more likely to die before the age of two and her other children
are up to 10 times more likely to leave school, suffer from poor health, or die prematurely.
About Merck for Mothers
Merck for Mothers is a 10-year, 500 million dollar initiative that applies Merck scientific and
business expertise – as well as its financial resources and experience in taking on tough global
healthcare challenges – to end preventable maternal mortality worldwide. To achieve this,

-3Merck for Mothers is providing transformational and sustainable solutions focused on improving
the quality of maternal health care women receive at health facilities and increasing women’s
access to family planning.
Merck for Mothers focuses on helping countries reduce maternal mortality and improve maternal
health with the overall aim of supporting United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goal
(SDG) 3.1, which calls for a global reduction in the maternal mortality ratio to fewer than 70
maternal deaths per 100,000 live births by 2030. For more information, visit
www.merckformothers.com.
About Merck Canada Inc.
For 125 years, Merck has been a global healthcare leader working to help the world be well.
Merck is known as MSD outside the United States and Canada. Through our prescription
medicines, vaccines, biologic therapies, and animal health products, we work with customers
and operate in more than 140 countries to deliver innovative health solutions. We also
demonstrate our commitment to increasing access to healthcare through far-reaching policies,
programs and partnerships. For more information about our operations in Canada, visit
www.merck.ca and connect with us on YouTube.
Alberta Innovates
Alberta Innovates is the province’s leading organization tasked with delivering on the research
and innovation priorities of the Government of Alberta. Alberta Innovates’ role is to accelerate
innovation in the province’s agriculture, energy, environment, forest and health sectors. In the
health sector, Alberta Innovates (formerly known as Alberta Innovates - Health Solutions)
provides leadership for Alberta’s health research and innovation enterprise by directing,
coordinating, reviewing, funding and supporting health research and innovation. Working with its
many partners in the health system, Alberta Innovates ensures that health research achieves
innovation in care, policy and practice, and that the needs of patients and clinicians influence
research. Visit albertainnovates.ca/
Alberta Health Services
Alberta Health Services is the provincial health authority responsible for planning and delivering
health supports and services for more than four million adults and children living in Alberta. Its
mission is to provide a patient-focused, quality health system that is accessible and sustainable
for all Albertans.

-4Forward-Looking Statement of Merck & Co., Inc., Kenilworth, N.J., USA
This news release of Merck & Co., Inc., Kenilworth, N.J., USA (the “company”) includes
“forward-looking statements” within the meaning of the safe harbor provisions of the U.S.
Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. These statements are based upon the current
beliefs and expectations of the company’s management and are subject to significant risks and
uncertainties. There can be no guarantees with respect to pipeline products that the products
will receive the necessary regulatory approvals or that they will prove to be commercially
successful. If underlying assumptions prove inaccurate or risks or uncertainties materialize,
actual results may differ materially from those set forth in the forward-looking statements.
Risks and uncertainties include but are not limited to, general industry conditions and
competition; general economic factors, including interest rate and currency exchange rate
fluctuations; the impact of pharmaceutical industry regulation and health care legislation in the
United States and internationally; global trends toward health care cost containment;
technological advances, new products and patents attained by competitors; challenges inherent
in new product development, including obtaining regulatory approval; the company’s ability to
accurately predict future market conditions; manufacturing difficulties or delays; financial
instability of international economies and sovereign risk; dependence on the effectiveness of the
company’s patents and other protections for innovative products; and the exposure to litigation,
including patent litigation, and/or regulatory actions.
The company undertakes no obligation to publicly update any forward-looking statement,
whether as a result of new information, future events or otherwise. Additional factors that could
cause results to differ materially from those described in the forward-looking statements can be
found in the company’s 2015 Annual Report on Form 10-K and the company’s other filings with
the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) available at the SEC’s Internet site
(www.sec.gov).
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